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Close up view of the Blue Plague on Swift St. shop.



Don & Kim moving and remounting the Blue Plaque from the front to the side of building

Haut Custom Surfboards Sticker



DOUG HAUT SURF SHOP

Doug Haut is known as one of the best surfboard shapers in California, “Shaping them out back
and selling them out front, since 1965”. His surfboards are legendary and highly sought after by
collectors and enthusiasts.

Doug was born in Wisconsin in 1940, and his family moved to Los Altos, California in 1954.

He started surfing in Santa Cruz in 1957, before leashes or wetsuits. Santa Cruz was a small
town in the 1950’s, and surfers could sleep on the beach and surf wherever they wanted, with
no crowds. The surf community was a close-knit group in the early days, beginning with the
Santa Cruz Surfing Club, founded in 1936.

In 1959, Doug headed to Hawaii with Jay Sherman and Bobby Isles to spend the winter surfing
Makaha. Rich Novak also came over later to visit when Doug was living on the North Shore.
While in Hawaii, Doug sanded boards for Inter-Island and for the renowned surfer and shaper,
Mike Diffenderfer. Doug learned to shape clean lines, curves, and foils from Diffenderfer. Doug
lived, off and on, in Hawaii for six years, attending the University of Hawaii. Later, in 1967, he
was invited to compete in the prestigious Duke Kahanamoku Invitational Surf Contest.

In 1964, he went to Florida and shaped surfboards for a time. That same year, Doug returned
to Santa Cruz and worked for George Olson Surfboards. In 1965, Gale Yount (Yount Surfboards)
enlisted in the Coast Guard, and sold his surf shop and tools to Haut. The same year, Doug
opened his own shop and began shaping Haut Surfboards under his own label. He had a shop
on South Rodeo Gulch Rd., then on Portola Dr., and 2 different shops on 415t Ave. In 1969 his
shop burned down on Portola Dr. while he was on vacation Puerto Rico.

So, in 1969, he took over Steve Scofield’s shop on Swift St. and opened his Haut Surf Shop on
the corner of Swift St. and Delaware Ave. This location became a haven for hard core surfers.
Susie Haut, Doug’s wife, helped manage the shop for many years. The Haut Shop was a classic
“old school surf shop” where shaping and glassing took place in the back and retail sales of
boards and accessories sold in the front. Doug ran the retail Haut Shop at this location until a
few years ago. He is still there shaping boards in his old shaping bay. Haut Surfboards are
highly sought after because of the quality of Doug’s shaping and designs. Doug Haut continues
to shape surfboards and is held in the highest esteem among many core surfers.

Written and edited by Don Iglesias and Kim Stoner
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A painting by Doug Haut’s mom of his shaping shop on South Rodeo Gulch Rd. in 1965.
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Haut Price List when he started making his surfboards on South Rodeo Gulch Rd.



Doug Haurt stands in front of his first
shop in 1965 on Portola Drive in
Pleasure Point. Haut shaped boards
with George Olson before venturing
out on his own. His reputation
quickly grew, especially with the
introduction of his famous Haut
Signature series. Signature models had
pulled-in noses with three stringers
and thin rails for a real classic look
with speed. (Courtesy Doug Haut.)

Shaper extraordinaire Doug Haut
stands behind one of his foam creations
in his shaping room on Delaware
Avenue. He has continuously evolved
his designs and templates from

those early times into the present.
His short boards of the 1970s and
1980s were highly sought after by
discriminating surfers worldwide. His
boards are some of the most popular
wave-riding vehicles in Santa Cruz.
(Courtesy Dave and Kathy Sweet.)

In 1965 Doug Haut had his first retail shop on Portola Dr. - Photos and history from Tom
Hickenbottom’s book, “Surfing in Santa Cruz”, page 48



Doug Haut (left) and Davey Sultzer look over new board orders at the Santa Cruz Surf Fair in
1965. Every surf shop in town had a booth and got to show off their latest board designs. Members
of the public also were able to meet and talk to team riders and swap surf stories. (Courtesy
Dave Singletary.)

Photo and history from Tom Hickenbottom’s book, “Surfing in Santa Cruz”, page 114

Doug Haut surfing at the Hook in 1967
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Our aim is to give you the most per-
fected instrument, in quality and design,
available on the market today.

This is made possible through LIMITED
PRODUCTION and enables us to have
the most highly evolved surfboard. Our
evolution progresses week with
every board; through constant testing
and evaluation we are giving you, the
totally involved surfer of today. a highly
sophisticated and advanced surfboard.

We have three basic models —

SPECIAL — A highly
memeuverable short board designed for
beach surf and pocket riding. The SPE-
CIAL can have either a round or dia-
mond tail, a fairly full nose, foiled deck
and rail contours, and flat tail for speed.
Slight V behind fin optional — average
weight is ten pounds.

2. STANDARD — Has all above fea-
turu but is designed for the average

This board is a little longer with
boﬂer flotation; necessary for easy pad-
dling and maneuvering. Average weight
twelve pounds.

3. SPEED DESIGNS — A very sophisti-
cated surfboard designed for the more
advemced surfer. This board has a fast
releasing bottom, outside shape, and rail
contour which enables you to have a
freedom that is unbelievable. Slight Vee
optional — goed in all types surf. Foiled
glass fin highly recommended for this
board. Average weight eight to ten lbs.
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We use the finest materials available—

Clark Foam — Fins Unlimited; Vari-set,
and the ltmng-ut glass and resin com-
bination. Each board comes standard
with spruce or redwood stringer: clear
finish, either polillud or glossed.

be accepted with a

$25.00 deposit — upen completion, your
board

will be sent C.O.D., freight co].lnct

STANDARD PRICES
ANY SIZE and SHAPE . . .

ADDITIONAL SHAPING
price upon request

GLASS FIN STANDARD

TINTS in LAMINATION FREE

AVAILABLE EXTRAS
VARI-SETFIN . . .
SIMPLE COLOR DESIGNS
ADDITIONAL COLORS—

price upon request

MERCHANDISE
T-SHIRTS . $ 2.38
DECALS 125
Custom Made

SPINNAKER CLOTH TRUNKS ... 11.43

plus 5% Sales Tax and
$ .25 handling charge

Doug Haut price list brochure pages when he moved his Surf Shop location to 745 - 415 Ave.




Painting of the Haut Surf Shop on Swift St. in 1969 with shaping and retail in same location.

Early 1980’s photo of Doug Haut surfing beach break on a 7 2”



Doug Haut

All photos and images courtesy of Kim Stoner, Don Iglesias, and Doug Haut.




