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Hobie Surf Shop Historical Blue Plaque Installation on 11-15-2022 
 

 
 

Charlie Bursey, Barney Langner, Jr., Tom Norton, and Kim Stoner with Blue Plaque  
 

 
 

Don Iglesias, Tom Norton, and Kim Stoner with Blue Plaque  
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Kim and Don mounting Blue Plaque  
 

 
 

Don and Kim mounting Blue Plaque  
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Don, Kim, Tom Norton, Anne Norton (sister), and Siobhan Dingwall (Anne’s daughter)  
 

 
 

Tom, Siobhan, and Anne under Blue Plaque  
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Hobie Surf Shop Blue Plaque  
 

  
 

Kim and Don under Blue Plaque  
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Hobie Surf Shop – A Short History by Don Iglesias  
 

The site of the Hobie Santa Cruz Shop was a newly completed commercial building that was 
built in 1963.  It was leased to Hobie Surfboards in early 1964.  Dick Metz, who was partners 
with Hobie Alter of Dana Point, opened the Hobie Surfboards, Santa Cruz Shop at 341 A Ocean 
Street, Santa Cruz.  Hobie and Dick had established over twenty- two Hobie Surf Shops along 
the west coast, east coast, Florida and Hawaii.  Dick owned 100% of the stores and Hobie had 
given him permission to use his name and open the shops.  Hobie was a really creative guy and 
Dick was the numbers guy.   
 
The first Hobie Shop was in Honolulu, Hawaii, established 1961.  One of Dick’s friends in 
Hawaii, was Tommy Lee.  Tommy decided to move to Santa Cruz and Dick went with him to 
scout a location for a new shop.  Tommy invested 25% of the shop and Dick invested the other 
75%.  The Santa Cruz Hobie shop was initially managed by Tommy Lee.  Tommy was a classic 
surfer who would rather be surfing than running the shop.  He was famous for doing a 
cannonball off his board in the face of a massive wave at Waimea Bay.  The video was picked up 
by Wide World of Sports.  Tommy was receiving $400 a month to manage the shop, and 
subcontracted with one of the Santa Cruz locals to run the shop for $300, while Tommy went 
surfing.  It was difficult to supervise the shop for Dick Metz, who flew from Oahu to San 
Francisco or San Jose to come check on the shop.  Most of the time, he could not locate 
Tommy.  The last time, Dick found out that Tommy had moved to Lake Tahoe and was working 
as a bartender. 
 
So, Dick hired Nick Hanlon who was newly married, to manage the Santa Cruz Hobie 
Shop.  Nick’s new wife missed Southern California and left for home.  Nick soon 
followed.  Fortunately, he had hired several trustworthy locals, including Tom Kienholz and 
Geoff McCormack.  
 
Dick Metz met with Geoff and offered to sell him the shop, no money down, just a handshake, so 
Hobie and Metz could use the shop as an outlet for their surfboards.  Geoff ran the shop until 
December, 1966, when Metz and Hobie contacted him to let him know that the Santa Cruz Hobie 
Shop needed to be shut down and was now out of business.  Geoff was only 21 at the time and 
says that he had great respect for Dick Metz, who taught him a lot about business and had set 
him up with an accountant to do the books and taught him to run the shop.  According to Dick 
Metz, there was just not enough dollar volume to make the shop worthwhile.  He said it was too 
costly to travel from Hawaii and they were only making $10 a board, which barely paid the rent 
of $100 or $150.  Dick then moved from Honolulu to Southern California to run the Dana Point 
Hobie Shop. 
 
In early 1967, the surf shop was sold to Valley Joe Norton who already had a surf shop at 3110 
Impala Drive, Campbell.  Gary Cook managed the Santa Cruz shop for Joe.  The shop was called 
California Surfer.  In the late 1960’s, Joe’s Santa Cruz shop was an exclusive dealer for 
W.A.V.E. Hollow Surfboards and Aqua Jet honeycombed boards.  The shop remained open until 
1970, when Valley Joe Norton’s wife got cancer and he had to sell everything.  Joe passed away 
in 1996. 
 



6 
 

Our research included a title search and direct interviews with Dick Metz, the original owner of 
Hobie Surfboards, Santa Cruz Shop, founded in 1964.  Also interviewed, was Geoff 
McCormack, who was the second owner of the Hobie Shop from 1964-1966.  Additional 
interview with Lester Tanimoto, who worked for Valley Joe Norton for many years.  Photos of 
the shop are courtesy of the Geoff McCormack archives.  Additional photos and information 
were courtesy of Danny Anderson, who was a well-known Santa Cruz Surfer and former Hobie 
Team Rider. 
 

 

Danny Anderson with surfboard in 1966 at the Hobie Shop on Ocean St.  

 

Photo credits by Kim Stoner, Don Iglesias, and Barney Langner, Jr. 
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Hobie Surf Shop interior view with Geoff McCormack 
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Hobie Surfboards Sticker 

 

 

1966 Hobie Surf Shop ad in the  1st Annual Steamer Lane Surf Contest Program  

showing Danny Anderson riding a left at Middle Peak.  
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Hobie Surf Shop Price List  


