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Scofield/Surf’s Up/Portola Surf Shops Historical Blue Plaque 
Installation on 10-25-2021 

 

Barney Langner Jr. and Kim Stoner speaking history after Blue Plaque was installed. 

 

Barney talking about the history of the Portola Surf Shop 
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Close up of Historical Blue Plaque  

 

Mike DeGregorio filming event and the crowd watching. 
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Group photo with Barney and cast of characters. 

 

Scofield Surfboards logo for Portola Dr. 
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Scofield Surfboards sticker   

 

Scofield Surfboards DBA 9-1-1965 with Derald Struble and Steve Scofield   
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Scofield Surfboards Price list from main office at 1039 17th Ave. and E. Cliff Dr. Surf Shop retail 
location. 
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Scofield Surf Shop at 1711 Portola Dr. Price List and he also sold boards in Pacifica.  
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Scofield Surf Shop at 527 Seabright Ave. -  the “Dart Model” 
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Santa Cruz Sentinel 9-30-1964, Steve Scofield on left, 1st place winner with trophy of Contest. 

 

On 10-28-1965 the Scofield Surfboards Manufacturing Shop on 17th Ave. burns down. 
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Santa Cruz Sentinel article on 12-8-1965.  Scofield Surfboards Exhibition Team of 7 riders, Ron 
Lindsay, Dennis Cox, Randy Selby, Steve Cox, Dave Adams, Allan Behrendt, and Alan Souza.  

Scofield had one of the first competition Surf Teams in Santa Cruz County. 
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Scofield Surfboards Bulk Transfer document on 6-16-1969 at 151 Swift St. 

Doug Haut (Haut Surfboards) took over this location. 
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1966 Contest Program ad  

 

1967 Fred Steven’s “Surf’s Up” business card 
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Surf’s Up Sticker 

 

Early Portola Surf Shop Sticker 

 

Portola Surf Shop sticker  
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The Abbreviated History of 1711 Portola Drive: Home of the Scofield, 
Surf’s Up, and Portola Surf Shops from 1965 to 1992. 

 
 
Steve Scofield grew up on the Westside of Santa Cruz and attended Santa Cruz High School.  He 
was an excellent surfer and well known at Steamer Lane.   In September 1965, Steve, along with 
his business partner, Derald Struble, opened the retail store called, “Scofield Surf Shop,” at 
1711 Portola Drive.  A month later, in October of 1965, Steve’s manufacturing shop on 17th 
Avenue, burned to the ground resulting in significant financial loss.  Steve had the very first  
Exhibition Surf Team in the Santa Cruz area.  He was older and would haul many of his younger 
board riders around to different surf spots because they could not drive yet.  Steve was 
involved in the surfboard industry and was an accomplished and respected shaper throughout 
his lifetime.  He was tragically killed in an accidental shooting in 1975.   His boards are highly 
sought after by collectors to this day. 
 
By 1966, the shop had changed names and was now known as “Surf’s Up.”  The owners were 
Steve and his partner, Joe Vigil.  The shop was run by Fred Stevens, brother-in-law of the 
famous “Otto,” who owned the Surf Shop on Beach Street.   Surf’s Up rented racks, wetsuits, 
and surfboards.  Additionally, they sold reasonably priced, “pop out” surfboards.  In 1966, the 
shop featured Gruhlke-Stevens Surfboards, shaped and glassed by local, Bill Gruhlke.  Some of 
the shop groms at the time, included Bob Pearson and Rowland Baker.   
 
In 1970, the Surf Shop again changed owners as Barney Langner Jr., the manager of the shop, 
became sole owner and changed the name to Portola Surf Shop.  The shop featured surfboards 
shaped by West Cliff Surfboards, NHS, and Ananda, and was the first surf shop in the world to 
sell windsurfers.  Portola Surf Shop was a home base for many eastside groms during this era, 
some becoming employees.  Barney’s talented crew included Steve Wiles, Bob Pearson, Dave 
Hansen, Randy Brown, Tom Hewitt, and Mike Locatelli.  The showroom was stocked with 
boards by Michel Junod and Chuck Vinson from the West Cliff Surfboards factory owned by 
Chuck Strelitz and also promoted private shapers such as Steve Coletta, Doug Schrodel, and 
Randy French.  The shop was a safe hangout for surfers and a place to feel part of the local 
surfing scene.     
 
In 1980, Barney passed the shop to Mike “Loco” Locatelli, eventually selling the shop to Mike in 
1982.  Mike was a graduate of Harbor High School and a talented athlete and accomplished 
softball player.  At twenty-two years of age, he owned and operated the Portola Surf Shop.  
Mike was a role model to many young surfers and was known by his zest for life and sense of 
humor.  Mike closed the Portola shop and went on to work for O’Neill’s Surf Shop until 2007. 
 
 
Written by:  Don Iglesias and Kim Stoner 
Photos and images by:  Kim Stoner, Don Iglesias, The Scofield family, Mike DeGregorio, Boots 
McGhee, and Barney Langner, Jr. 
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